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Asian Honey Bee (Apis cerana) Culture by Farmers in Sa Kaeo Sub-District
Tha Sala District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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Abstract

The purposes of research on Asian Honey Bee (Apis cerana) Culture by Famers in Sakaeo
Sub- District, Thasala District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province were to study (1) management method
for Asian Honey Bee culture by famers,

(2) sources of knowledge on Asian Honey Bee culture by famers and (3) suggestions for Asian Honey
Bee culture.

This study was mixed research with qualitative and quantitative methods. Samples were 30
Asian Honey Bee famers in Sakaeo Sub- District, Thasala District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.
The data were collected by using semi-structured interview form, , group meeting, participatory
observation, group discussion, direct observation, and actual practice in certain steps for perfect
research. Quantitative data was analyzed by computerized program with descriptive statistics, such as
frequency and percentage. Meanwhile, qualitative research was conducted through individual and
group conversation, behavior observation, and from meetings through recording, taking photographs to
analyze data and classification.

Results from the study revealed that (1) farmers used the management principle of community
by trial and error learning and application of indigenous wisdom. (2) Farmers did not deny additional
knowledge provided by government official agencies. However, they failed to practice in some steps,
such as to approach hive frames due to farmers, age, materials and equipment limitation. They tended
to focus on production for agro-ecological balances, but they were not for quantity of products.
Anyway, they would like to have more income each year from limited quantity of honey as well as
more knowledge from government official agencies to extend results onto their younger generations
and those interested. (3) The suggestion from this study was indicated that additional knowledge on
processing and packaging should be provided to farmers so that they could earn more income.

Keywords: Asian honey bee culture, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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